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RACE. Uh-oh. The R-word.

But actually talking about race is one of the most important
things to learn how to do.

Adapted from the award-winning, bestselling Stamped: Racism,
Antiracism, and You, this book takes readers on a journey from
present to past and back again. Kids will discover where racist
ideas came from, identify how they impact America today, and
meet those who have fought racism with antiracism. Along the

STAMPED

way, they'll learn how to identify and stamp out racist thoughts in (For K|d$)
their own lives. /

Ibram X. Kendi's research, Jason Reynolds's and Sonja Racism, Antiracism, and You

Cherry-Paul’s writing, and Rachelle Baker's art come together in 7% L\ \\ \
this vital read, enhanced with a glossary, timeline, and more.




BY BARBARA DEE
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When twelve-year-old Zinnia Manning'’s older brother Gabriel is
diagnosed with a mental iliness, the family’s world is turned upside
down. Mom and Dad want Zinny, her sixteen-year-old sister, Scarlett,
and her eight-year-old brother, Aiden, to keep Gabriel's condition
“private"—and to Zinny that sounds the same as “secret.” Which means
she can't talk about it to her two best friends, who don’'t understand
why Zinny keeps pushing them away, turning everything into a joke. It
also means she can't talk about it during Lunch Club, a group run by
the school guidance counselor. How did Zinny get stuck in this weird
club, anyway? She certainly doesn’t have anything in common with
these kids—and even if she did, she'd never betray her family’s secret.

The only good thing about school is science class, where cool teacher
Ms. Molina has them doing experiments on crayfish. And when Zinny
has the chance to attend a dream marine biology camp for the
summer, she doesn’'t know what to do. How can Zinny move forward
when Gabriel—and, really, her whole family—still needs her help?




“A tense, engrossing survival story on par with classics such as Hatchet.”

—Booklist

BY MEGAN E. FREEMAN

When twelve-year-old Maddie hatches a scheme for a secret
sleepover with her two best friends, she ends up waking up to a
nightmare. She's alone—Ileft behind in a town that has been
mysteriously evacuated and abandoned.

With no one to rely on, no power, and no working phone lines or
internet access, Maddie slowly learns to survive on her own. Her
only companions are a Rottweiler named George and all the
books she can read. After a rough start, Maddie learns to trust her
own ingenuity and invents clever ways to survive in a place that
has been deserted and forgotten.

As months pass, she escapes natural disasters, looters, and wild
animals. But Maddie's most formidable enemy is the crushing
loneliness she faces every day. Can Maddie's stubborn will to
survive carry her through the most frightening experience of her MEGAN E. FREEMAN
life?




BY NINA HAMZA
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Ahmed Aziz is having an epic year—epically bad.
After his dad gets sick, the family moves from Hawaii to ~ e
Minnesota for his dad's treatment. Even though his dad grew up : <
there, Ahmed can’'t imagine a worse place to live. He's one of the ﬁ

AHMED AZIZ’S

only brown kids in his school. And as a proud slacker, Ahmed
doesn’'t want to deal with expectations from his new teachers.

Ahmed surprises himself by actually reading the assigned books
for his English class: Holes, Bridge to Terabithia, and From the
Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler. Shockingly, he doesn’t
hate them. Ahmed also starts learning about his uncle, who died
before Ahmed was born.

Getting bits and pieces of his family’'s history might be the one
upside of the move, even as his dad’s health hangs in the balance
and the school bully refuses to leave him alone. Will Ahmed ever
warm to Minnesota?




THE LAST CUENTISTA
BY DONNA BARBA HTGUERA
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There lived a girl named Petra Pena, who wanted nothing more
than to be a storyteller, like her abuelita.

But Petra's world is ending. Earth has been destroyed by a comet,
and only a few hundred scientists and their children —among
them Petra and her family — have been chosen to journey to a
new planet. They are the ones who must carry on the human
race.

Hundreds of years later, Petra wakes to this new planet —and the
discovery that she is the only person who remembers Earth. A
sinister Collective has taken over the ship during its journey, bent
on erasing the sins of humanity's past. They have systematically
purged the memories of all aboard — or purged them altogether.

Petra alone now carries the stories of our past, and with them,
any hope for our future. Can she make them live again?

x NEWBERY MEDALIST ; <
“ DONNA BARBA HIGUERA )




RED, WHITE, AND WHOLE
rnoverimverse DV MANT LARDCCA

Bl - = ¢+ = s e o mm ok e r mm s s s e s e mm ok mm ks = s = s -
Reha feels torn between two worlds: school, where she'’s the only
Indian American student, and home, with her family’s traditions
and holidays. But Reha’s parents don't understand why she's
conflicted—they only notice when Reha doesn’'t meet their strict
expectations. Reha feels disconnected from her mother, or
Amma. Although their names are linked—Reha means “star” and
Punam means “moon”"—they are a universe apart.

Then Reha finds out that her Amma is sick. Really sick.

Reha, who dreams of becoming a doctor even though she can't
stomach the sight of blood, is determined to make her Amma
well again. She'll be the perfect daughter, if it means saving her
Amma’s life.




CITY Setes (Book 1)
BY JAMES PONTI
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Sara Martinez is a hacker. She recently broke into the New York City foster care
system to expose her foster parents as cheats and lawbreakers. However,
instead of being hailed as a hero, Sara finds herself facing years in a juvenile
detention facility and banned from using computers for the same stretch of
time. Enter Mother, a British spy who not only gets Sara released from jail but

also offers her a chance to make a home for herself within a secret MI6 agency.

Operating out of a base in Scotland, the City Spies are five kids from various
parts of the world. When they're not attending the local boarding school,
they're honing their unique skills, such as sleight of hand, breaking and
entering, observation, and explosives. All of these allow them to go places in
the world of espionage where adults can't.

Before she knows what she's doing, Sara is heading to Paris for an
international youth summit, hacking into a rival school's computer to prevent
them from winning a million euros, dangling thirty feet off the side of a
building, and trying to stop a villain...all while navigating the complex
dynamics of her new team.

No one said saving the world was easy...
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BY RICK RIORDAN

Bl - = ¢+ = s e o mm ok e r mm s s s e s e mm ok mm ks = s = s -
Ana Dakkar is a freshman at Harding-Pencroft Academy, a five-year
high school that graduates the best marine scientists, naval warriors,
navigators, and underwater explorers in the world. Ana's year
culminates with the class's weekend trial at sea, the details of which
have been kept secret. She only hopes she has what it'll take to
succeed. All her worries are blown out of the water when, on the bus
ride to the ship, Ana and her schoolmates witness a terrible tragedy
that will change the trajectory of their lives.

The professor accompanying them informs Ana that their rival
school, Land Institute, and Harding-Pencroft have been fighting a
cold war for a hundred and fifty years. Now that cold war has been
turned up to a full broil, and the freshman are in danger of
becoming fish food. In a race against deadly enemies, Ana will make
amazing friends and astounding discoveries about her heritage as
she puts her leadership skills to the test for the first time.




BY RUTA SEPETYS
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Romania, 1989. Communist regimes are crumbling across

Europe. Seventeen-year-old Cristian Florescu dreams of
becoming a writer, but Romanians aren’t free to dream,; they are
bound by rules and force.

Amidst the tyrannical dictatorship of Nicolae Ceausescu in a
country governed by isolation and fear, Cristian is blackmailed by
the secret police to become an informer. He's left with only two
choices: betray everyone and everything he loves—or use his
position to creatively undermine the most notoriously evil
dictator in Eastern Europe.

Cristian risks everything to unmask the truth behind the regime,
give voice to fellow Romanians, and expose to the world what is
happening in his country. He eagerly joins the revolution to fight
for change when the time arrives. But what is the cost of
freedom?

#]1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AND
AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF SALT TO THE SEA

RUTA SEPETYS




SPLES, SUPERBOMAS, AND THE ULTIMATE CoLD WAR SHOWDOUN
BY STEVE SHEINKIN
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As World War |l comes to a close, the United States and the Soviet
Union emerge as the two greatest world powers on extreme
opposites of the political spectrum. After the United States
showed its hand with the atomic bomb in Hiroshima, the Soviets
refuse to be left behind. With communism sweeping the globe,
the two nations begin a neck-and-neck competition to build
even more destructive bombs and conquer the Space Race. In
their battle for dominance, spy planes fly above, armed
submarines swim deep below, and undercover agents meet in
the dead of night.

The Cold War game grows more precarious as weapons are
pointed towards each other, with fingers literally on the trigger.
The decades-long showdown culminates in the Cuban Missile
Crisis, the world's close call with the third—and final—world war.

STEVE SHEINKIN

“Master of fast-paced histories.” ~THE WASHINGTON POST

SPIES, SUPERBOMBS,
"WAND THE ULTIMATE
COLD WAR SHOWDOWN




BARAKAH BEATS
BY MALEEHA STDDIQUT
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Twelve-year-old Nimra Sharif has spent her whole life in Islamic
school, but now it's time to go to "real school." Nimra's nervous,
but as long as she has Jenna, her best friend who already goes to
the public school, she figures she can take on just about
anything.

Unfortunately, middle school is hard. The teachers are mean, the
schedule is confusing, and Jenna starts giving hijab-wearing
Nimra the cold shoulder around the other kids.

Desperate to fit in and get back in Jenna's good graces, Nimra
accepts an unlikely invitation to join the school's popular 8th
grade boy band, Barakah Beats. The only problem is, Nimra was
taught that music isn't allowed in Islam, and she knows her
parents would be disappointed if they found out. So she devises a
simple plan: join the band, win Jenna back, then quietly drop out
before her parents find out. But dropping out of the band proves
harder than expected.

*Ninsra is just the heroine middle-school readers are |
scarching for." —Saadia Fasugs, suthor of A Thessand Quesrions |
.
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A WISH IN THE DARK
BY CHRISTINA SOONTORNVAT
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All light in Chattana is created by one man — the Governor, who
appeared after the Great Fire to bring peace and order to the city.
For Pong, who was born in Namwon Prison, the magical lights
represent freedom, and he dreams of the day he will be able to walk
among them. But when Pong escapes from prison, he realizes that
the world outside is no fairer than the one behind bars. The wealthy
dine and dance under bright orb light, while the poor toil away in
darkness. Worst of all, Pong’s prison tattoo marks him as a fugitive
who can never be truly free.

Nok, the prison warden'’s perfect daughter, is bent on tracking Pong
down and restoring her family's good name. But as Nok hunts Pong
through the alleys and canals of Chattana, she uncovers secrets that
make her question the truths she has always held dear. Setin a
Thai-inspired fantasy world, Christina Soontornvat’s twist on Victor
Hugo's Les Misérables is a dazzling, fast-paced adventure that
explores the difference between law and justice — and asks whether
one child can shine a light in the dark.

‘iﬁ" it ﬂmthe T e
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CHRISTINA SOONTORNVAT




BY JASMINE WARGA
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Cora hasn't spoken to her best friend, Quinn, in a year. Despite

living next door to each other, they exist in separate worlds of
grief. Cora is still grappling with the death of her beloved sister in
a school shooting, and Quinn is carrying the guilt of what her
brother did.

On the day of Cora’s twelfth birthday, Quinn leaves a box on her
doorstep with a note. She has decided that the only way to fix
things is to go back in time to the moment before her brother
changed all their lives forever—and stop him.

In spite of herself, Cora wants to believe. And so the two former
friends begin working together to open a wormhole in the fabric
of the universe. But as they attempt to unravel the mysteries of
time travel to save their siblings, they learn that the magic of their
friendship may actually be the key to saving themselves.

Newbery Honor wiliH&' f5¥ 45 8er Words for Home
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“A beautiful story.”
—REBECCA STEAD,
Newbery Medalist




BY M. EVAN WOLKENSTEIN
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Seventh grade is not going well for Will Levine. Kids at school

bully him because of his funny-looking chin. And for his bar
mitzvah community service project, he's forced to go to the
hospital to visit RJ, an older boy struggling with an incurable
disease.

At first, the boys don't get along, but then RJ shares his bucket
list with Will. Among the things he wants to do: ride a roller
coaster, go to a school dance, swim in the ocean. To Will,
happiness is hanging out in his room, alone, preferably with the
turtles he collects. But as RJ's disease worsens, Will realizes he
needs to tackle the bucket list on his new friend's behalf before
it's too late. It seems like an impossible mission, way outside Will's
comfort zone. But as he completes each task with RJ's guidance,
Will learns that life is too short to live in a shell.

Copyrighted Material

TURTLE

“A story about what it means
to be brave when all you want
to do is hide in your shell."
—LYNNE KELLY,
author of Song for a Whale

Sydney Taylor
Book Award
Winner

M. EVAN WOLKENSTEIN



of When You Trap a Tiger
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“Heartfelt, personal, and real—this book is a gift."
—TAE KELLER, Newbory Medal-winning author X
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Maizy has never been to Last Chance, Minnesota ... until now. Her
mom’s plan is just to stay for a couple weeks, until her grandfather gets
better. But plans change, and as Maizy spends more time in Last
Chance (where she and her family are the only Asian Americans) and at
the Golden Palace—the restaurant that's been in her family for
generations—she makes some discoveries. For instance:

You can tell a LOT about someone by the way they order food.
And people can surprise you. Sometimes in good ways,
sometimes in disappointing ways.

e Andthe Golden Palace has secrets.

But the more Maizy discovers, the more questions she has. Like, why
are her mom and her grandmother always fighting? Who are the
people in the photographs on the office wall? And when she discovers
that a beloved family treasure has gone missing—and someone has left
a racist note—Maizy decides it's time to find the answers.




BY PADMA VENKATRAMAN
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Four determined homeless children make a life for themselves in
Padma Venkatraman's stirring middle-grade debut.

Life is harsh on the teeming streets of Chennai, India, so when
runaway sisters Viji and Rukku arrive, their prospects look grim.
Very quickly, eleven-year-old Viji discovers how vulnerable they
are in this uncaring, dangerous world. Fortunately, the girls find
shelter--and friendship--on an abandoned bridge that's also the
hideout of Muthi and Arul, two homeless boys, and the four of
them soon form a family of sorts. And while making their living

scavenging the city's trash heaps is the pits, the kids find plenty
to take pride in, too. After all, they are now the bosses of ﬂ0i1€
themselves and no longer dependent on untrustworthy adults.

But when illness strikes, Viji must decide whether to risk seeking
help from strangers or to keep holding on to their fragile, Padma Venkatraman
hard-fought freedom. Author of 4 Time to Dance @




